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in which, super dreadnaughts score hits at battle
ranges of twelve and fourteen miles.

Perry's plans were now endangered by the failure
of his other heavy ship, the Niagara, to take care
of her own adversary, the Queen Charlotte, which
forged ahead and took a station where her broad-
sides helped to reduce the Lawrence to a mass of
wreckage. A bitter dispute which challenged the
courage and judgment of Commander Elliott of the
Niagara was the aftermath of this flaw in the con-
duct of the battle. It was charged that he failed
to go to the support of his commander-in-chief
when the flagship was being destroyed under his
eyes. The facts admit of no doubt: he dropped
astern and for two hours remained scarcely more
than a spectator of a desperate action in which his
ship was sorely needed, whereas if he had followed
the order to close up, the Lawrence need never have
struck to the enemy.

In his defense he stated that lack of wind had
prevented him from drawing ahead to engage and
divert the Queen Charlotte and that he had been in-
structed to hold a certain position in line. At the
time Perry found no fault with him, merely setting
down in his report that " at half-past two, the wind
springing up, Captain Elliott was enabled to bring